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 “Expansive… 
brimful with feeling…
elegantly generous” 

New York Times, Alastair Macaulay, 

Chief Dance Critic
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Moscow Ballet’s Swan Lake, one of the world’s most famous ballets, 

is staged by Ballet Master Vladimir Troschenko, a former partner to 

legendary Russian ballerinas Nadia Pavlova, Ludmilla Seminyaka and 

Galina Mezentseva. With a cherished score by Tchaikovsky, Troschenko 

has created a moving sculpture garden where Russian passion governs 

in the statuesque bearing of the many male dancers, and the exquisite 

long lines of the women, all attacking each step with enviable Russian 

precision. Tchaikovsky’s first ballet, Swan Lake is considered by many 

to be one of the greatest classical ballets of all time. Its romance and 

beauty mesmerizing audiences for more than 100 years.

The story starts when Prince Siegfried, while hunting, sees an amazing 

swan. As he takes aim to shoot, the swan turns into a beautiful woman. 

The woman, Odette, tells the prince that she is a princess who has 

come under the spell of an evil sorcerer. During the day she must be a 

swan and swim in a lake of tears and only at night is she allowed to be 

a human again. The spell can only be broken if a prince swears eternal 

fidelity to her. Prince Siegfried falls madly in love with Odette, however, 

through a spell cats by the evil sorcerer Von Rothbart , he accidentally 

proposes to another woman, Odile, at a caslte ball believing the woman 

is Odette. Princess Odette threatens to kill herself and throws herself 

into the lake. The Prince throws himself into the lake with her and in an 

incredibly touching moment, the two are transformed into lovers in the 

afterlife.

While the original version is more than four hours long, this staging has 

been artfully edited to just over two, and still runs the gamut of human 

emotion from elation to despair, purity to corruption, and melancholy 

to joy. Performances in Russia and Cuba often have happy endings in 

which the evil von Rothbart is vanquished and the loving couple head 

toward marital bliss.
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